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THE 2" INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE AND LINGUISTICS ON LANGUAGE
TEACHING (I-COLLATE) Oct 20-21,2017

FOREWORD

Praise be to Allah's presence, SWT for His grace, so that the Abstract on ICOLLATE can be
completed on time. This book is to complement an international seminar held on 20 - 21
October 2017. This book contains an abstract collection of all tasteful speakers from various
universities spread across the country. This seminar is themed Literacy, Linguistics and
Language Education which is divided into two subtema namely Literacy and Linguistics and
Literacy in Language Education. The subtheme Literacy and Linguistics consists of 10
subsubtems and Literacy in Language Education has 11 subsubtems.With this booklet it is
expected that the participants will be easier to follow the theme and subtema that will be
chosen in parallel class presentation.

Hopefully the seminar held by Universitas Negeri Yogyakarta in every two years can provide
valuable input for the development of linguistics and language teaching in Indonesia.

Committee,
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UTILIZING TEXTBOOKS TO IMPROVE THE CHARACTER OF LEARNERS:
LITERACY FUNCTION

Wening Sahayu
Yogyakarta State University
weningsahavu@uny.ac.id

This paper answers two things: (1) What things from German textbooks can be used to
improve the character of the learner: (2) what steps can be taken to improve the character of
the learner. To answer the two things above used a qualitative approach. The data source is
focused on Studio d Al textbook. Categorization and contextual analysis are used to find
meaning features that learners need to know. Features that provide inspiration and motivation
learners can function as a medium to improve the character of learners. The results of the
analysis show that the substance contained in the textbook can improve the character of the
learner. The substance of textbooks that are culturally charged can be an inspiration and
motivation to improve the character of learners. The teacher should invite the learner to
jointly explore the cultural content present in the text. Furthermore it provides an opportunity
for the learner to internalize the cultural content. It is expected that learners can benefit from
other cultures to strengthen their character.

keywords: german textbooks, character and literacy function

learners are able to learn independently. By
having it, learners are able to prepare
themselves before the teaching and learning
process in the class starts. They are also able
to do the exercises they have in it. Besides,
they can observe as well as analyze the

Introduction

Learning and textbooks are two
aspects that are inseparable. Learning may
refer to a program, action or effort

deliberately designed for learners to obtain
learning experience. That experience is
related to the cognitive, affective and
psycho-motoric aspects. One of the success
measurement of a learning process is the
learners positively-oriented behaviors.
Textbooks have a significant role to actualize
the success of a learning process.

The significant role of a textbook in a
learning process is undeniable. A textbook
contains learning materials needed by
teachers as well as learners. By having it,
teachers have some guidance of the
cognitive, affective and skill implementation
to be transferred to learners.

A textbook contains materials based
on the national curriculum instruction.
Therefore, it helps teachers carry out their
duty to transfer the knowledge. values and
skills. A textbook also has a significant role
in influencing the learners. By having i,

affective and psycho-motoric aspects in the
textbook. By having these kinds of learning
activities, the interaction between learners
and teachers becomes more effective.

In the learming process of German
Education in the Faculty of Languages and
Arts of Yogyakarta State University. Studio
d Al. A2, Bl and B2 are the main textbooks
used by teachers and learners. These books
arc arranged by a team from Germany. As
how a textbook is characterized., Studio d
contains the knowledge to develop the skills
of speaking, listening, reading and writing in
a balanced manner. Besides., Studio d also
provides interactions in German -cultures
covering German grammar and vocabularies.
Related to textbooks Studio d especially Al,
this paper intends to answer two things. (1)
What unsure of a German textbook can be
uscd to develop learncrs™ characters?, (2)
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What action can be taken by teachers to
develop learners’ characters?

Literature Review

A textbook commonly contains
interaction in the form of texts, graphics,
tables and images. The main characteristic of
a textbook for foreign language learners,
including German learners, is the being
communicative. Permendikbud No. 22 Year
2016 states that a language learning process
is designed to give to learners experience of
using texts. The word experience in this case
refers to the activity of understanding and
implementing the knowledge. concept, and
procedure to the skills of speaking, listening,
reading and writing. These Kkinds of
experience are then applied and used in the
learners’ real life.

From the Permendikbud above, it can be
implied that the literacy in the context of
reading ability may support the achievement
of the national education goal to improve the
quality of learners in terms of cognitive,
affective and psycho-motoric aspects. In
relation to the development of learners’
characters through textbook substances,
Anderson and Krathwohl (2001) give several
steps that can be done by teachers in the
learning process. They are as follows.

(1) Developing the skill of understanding
texts.  Next, associating  the
understanding to self-experience

(2) Developing the skill of critical
thinking

(3) Managing the creativity in relevance
to the texts

From those three steps, teachers are expected
to be able to develop the cognitive, effective
and psycho-motoric aspects.

Method

A qualitative method was used to
study the elaborated problem. The sources of
the data were textbooks studio d Al. The
objects of the study were contents of texts
that contains the cultures of German society.
The data were the analyzed descriptively by
using categorization and contextual analysis.

Discussion

Textbooks Studio d Al is the main
textbook used by teachers and learners in
German Education Study Program in Faculty
of Languages and Arts, Yogyakarta State
University. Studio dAl is used as the main
textbook in semester. This textbook use
knowledge arranged systematically through
themes - 12. Each theme contains
knowledge used to develop the skills of
speaking, listening, rcading, and writing
German. Besides. the textbook also contains
supporting knowledge i.e vocabularies and
grammars. Each topic is provided on colorful
pages completed by exercises at the end of
each theme.

From the themes, the readers can
identify what knowledge and cultures are
provided. In studio d Al, the themes are
Caf¢ d (Café d), at Course (imSprachkurs),

Cities, States, and Languages (Siddte-
Lénder-Sprachen), Humans and Houses
(Menschen und Hduser), Appointment

(Termine), Orientation (Orientierung), Jobs
(Berufe), Seeing Berlin (Berlin sehen),
Holiday (Ferien un Urlaub), Eating and
Drinking (Essen und Trinken), Clothes and
Climates (Kleidung und Wetter), Bodies and
Health (und Korper und Gesundheit).

The learners obtain the cognitive
aspects from the knowledge and skills
provided and practiced through the materials.
Other than the aspects of knowledge and
language skills (cognitive and psycho-
motoric), the aspects of value or affection are
also mediated by these textbooks through
texts containing cultural values such as the
one on page 16 in Studio d Al that provides
the theme Treffen im Café (Funk, Kuhn,
Demme, 2015: 16). In the provided dialog, it
can be identified that in German culture,
there is a good attitude i.esaying “thank you™
when someone is asked about his/ her
condition. The intended saying-thanks
culture is a good model as this kind of
behavior may result in harmony in society
especially in the communication.
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Other German cultures that are in line
with the norm in Indonesian society are,
among others, punctuality, the habit of not
littering. and independence. These cultures
can be collaborated with Indonesian daily
cultures. This collaboration is intended to
complete the learners” daily habit in order for
them to develop their good characters.
Besides, through CIOSs cultural
understanding, they are expected to be able
to respect other people.

What can the teachers do to make the
most of the texts containing cultural valucs
to improve the learners” characters? First, the
learning process is filled with the transfer of
knowledge and skills of German. Does the
topic being discussed relate to the texts,
teachers may improve the text substances by
involving learners” individual experience.
One of the ways to invite learners to think
critically is by asking them to compare the
similarities and differences between German
and Indonesia society’s way of thinking. On
this step, leamers lcarn to choose what are
suitable to their personalities as well as to
respect differences.

Next, teachers give a chance for
learners to express themselves through their
creations. Teachers can stimulate the learners
by giving them tasks to present their
opinions on texts through a written form.
After that. they can arrange their tasks in a
digital album such as blog. This kind of
stimulation can be delivered as a model
especially when learners have no ideas yet.
The steps above are the modification of the
steps proposed by Anderson and Krathwol
(2001).

Conclutions

From the elaborated discussion above, there
are several points that can be concluded as
follows. 1. Cultural themes in texts can be
used to improve learners™ characters. 2. The
steps that can be taken by teachers to
improve learners’ characters are inviting
them to learn, and giving a chance for them
to think critically and make some creation as
the follow up. Learners need to be invited to

get used to choosing which culture is

appropriate to their personality as well as

learning to respect differences.
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It is shared among us that literacy in it broad sense is
something certain for the advancement of the human life
an in the future. Meanwhile, literacy IS never
separated from the problem of language. That is why the
culture of literacy must always be fostered, especially
through education
In response to this, this second International Conference
and Linguistics and Language Teaching is held. It is expected
that this conference enables the cultivation of the insights of
literacy, linguistics, and language teaching from various
perspectives up to the praxis. Therefore, in this seminar the
experts who have been discussing different topics related to
the three items mentioned before to gain recognition

among the community. Participants are also invited to

develop asynergy.

The 2"

iCOI Iate International Conference

on Linguistics and Language Teaching

Yogyakarta, October 20 - 21,2017

FAKULTY OF LANGUAGE AND ARTS
YOGYAKARTA STATE UNIVERSITY
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